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Robert Yanal 

Professor Emeritus Philosophy, Wayne State University 

 

BIO 

• Born 1948, Shenandoah, PA 

• J. W. Cooper High School, 1965 

• B.A. Philosophy, University of Pittsburgh, 1969 

• Ph.D. Philosophy, University of Illinois Chicago, 1974 

• Philosophy Department, Wayne State University, 1974-2011 

• Chair, 2005-2011 

 

BOOKS 

1. Hitchcock As Philosopher. McFarland Publishing, 2005. 

2. Paradoxes of Emotion and Fiction. Penn State Press, 1999. 

3. Institutions of Art. Editor. Penn State Press, 1994. 

4. Basic Logic. West Publishing, 1988. 

 

ARTICLES 

1. “Art by Proxy.” Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism. Fall 2023. Forthcoming. 

2. “Hybrid Truths and Emotion in Film.” Midwest Studies in Philosophy. XXIV (2010): 180-189.  

3. “Defining the Moving Image: A Response to Noël Carroll.” Film and Philosophy (2008): 135-

140.  

Discussions: Noël Carroll, “Monsters and the Moving Image: Replies to Laetz and Yanal,” 

Film and Philosophy (2009): 125-136.  

 

4. “Self-Deception and the Experience of Fiction.” Ratio, XX (2007): 108-121.  

5. “Hanslick’s Third Thesis.” British Journal of Aesthetics, 47 (2006): 259-266.  

6. “Two Monsters in Search of a Concept.” Contemporary Aesthetics, 1 (2003).  

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw/102-3874107-0571333?url=search-alias%253Daps&field-keywords=yanal+robert&x=12&y=15
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw/102-3874107-0571333?url=search-alias%253Daps&field-keywords=yanal+robert&x=12&y=15
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw/102-3874107-0571333?url=search-alias%253Daps&field-keywords=yanal+robert&x=12&y=15
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_gw/102-3874107-0571333?url=search-alias%253Daps&field-keywords=yanal+robert&x=12&y=15
https://www.dropbox.com/preview/Publications/Art%20by%20Proxy.pdf?role=personal
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bw1ubw54yp148kp/Yanal%252C%2520Hybrid%2520Truths%2520Emotion%2520Film.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ir7rmettqnscfn2/Defining%2520Moving%2520Image.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xhta60oic37k9e6/Self%2520deception%2520Ratio.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jr0x93n7314wawm/Hanslick%2520Third%2520Thesis.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8fxdab8we45lhh8/Monsters.pdf?dl=0
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7. “The End of Suspicion: Hitchcock, Descartes, and Joan Fontaine.” Film and Epistemology: 

Integrating Images and Ideas. Ed. Kevin L. Stoehr. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, 

Inc., 2002.  

8. “Duchamp and Kant: Together at Last.” Angelaki, 7 (2002): 161-166. 

9. “Incorrect Judicial Decisions.” Argumentation and its Applications. Ed. Hans V. Hansen et al. 

Windsor, ON: OSSA, 2002.  

10. “Rebecca’s Deceivers,” Philosophy and Literature, 24 (2000): 68–74.  

11. “The Institutional Theory of Art.” The Encyclopedia of Aesthetics. Ed. Michael Kelly. 4 vols. 

New York: Oxford University Press, 1998.  

12. “Argument and Conviction.” Argumentation and Rhetoric. Ed. Hans. V. Hansen et al. St. 

Catherines, ON: OSSA, 1998.  

13. “The Paradox of Suspense.” The British Journal of Aesthetics, 36 (1996): 146–158.  

Discussions: Richard J. Gerrig, “Is There a Paradox of Suspense? A Reply to Yanal,” British 

Journal of Aesthetics, 37 (1997): 168-74. Aaron Smuts, “The Desire-Frustration Theory of 

Suspense,” Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, 66 (2008): 281-290.  

 

14. “The Danto-Wollheim Meaning Theory of Art,” Ratio, IX (1996): 56–67.  

15. “Kant on Aesthetic Ideas and Beauty.” Institutions of Art: Reconsiderations of George 

Dickie’s Philosophy. Ed. Robert J. Yanal. University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 

1994.  

16. “Dependent and Independent Reasons.” Informal Logic, XIII (1991): 137–144.  

Discussions: D. Conway. “On the Distinction between Convergent and Linked 

Arguments.” Informal Logic, XIII (1991), 145-158. Douglas Walton, Argument Structure: 

A Pragmatic Theory (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1996). Alexander V. Tyaglo, 

“How to improve the convergent argument calculation.” Informal Logic 22 (2002): 61-

71. G. Goddu. “Against the ‘Ordinary Summing’ Test for Convergence,” Informal Logic 23 

(2003): 215-236. M. Malone. “Three Recalcitrant Problems of Argument Identification” 

Informal Logic 23 (2003): 237-261. David Sherry, “Yanal et al. on Linked and 

Convergent.” American Philosophical Association, Chicago, 2006 (unpublished). 

 

17. “Hume and Others on the Paradox of Tragedy.” The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, 

49 (1991): 75–76.  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/svsy7igewck5v9g/The%2520End%2520of%2520Suspicion.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5f2m1qf9e4wjpuv/Duchamp%2520Kant.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3oirw963rlkzo0m/Incorrect%2520Judicial%2520Decisions.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qf7gq93jw55rnmt/Rebecca%2527s%2520Deceivers%2520Phil%2520Lit.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jx70dt0xpgm0f9n/Institutional%2520Th%2520Ency%2520Aesth.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/sclz4ikbcdda6qa/Argument%2520and%2520Conviction.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/nxaxs51dcuu980n/Paradox%2520Suspense%2520BJA.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/i4qsvygis7f3xnb/Danto%2520Wollheim%2520Theory.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6c7mpe3pg9dgno2/Kant%2520ideas%2520beauty.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rknaw6mt9tz6t66/Dep%2520Indep%2520Reasons.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/a4ksma6yfyykxkv/Hume%2520Yanal.pdf?dl=0
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Discussions: Alex Neill, “Yanal and Others on Hume on Tragedy,” The Journal of 

Aesthetics and Art Criticism, 50 (1992): 151-54. Flo Leibowitz, “The Logic of Hume’s 

Conversion Theory,” The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, 51 (1993): 625-26." Still 

Unconverted: A Reply to Neill." 

 

18. “Hart, Dworkin, Judges, and New Law.” The Monist, 68 (1985): 388–402. 

19. “Aristotle’s Definition of Poetry.” Noûs, XVI (1982): 499–525. 

20. "Words and Music." The Journal of Philosophy, LXXVIII (1981): 187-202. 

 

OLLI (Osher Lifelong Learning Institute), U. Arizona, courses taught 

• Summer 2021 – Hitchcock as Philosopher 

• Summer 2022 – Introduction to Philosophy 

• Summer 2023 – Abortion: Moral and Legal 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/fwzlt3pajz6qukz/Reply%2520Neill.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fwzlt3pajz6qukz/Reply%2520Neill.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9op48344frujxcw/Hart%252C%2520Dworkin%252C%2520Judges%252C%2520and%2520New%2520Law.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ndh6sjcppx7lz21/Aristotle%2520Poetry.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uekqylamblir0jn/Words%2520and%2520Music.pdf?dl=0

