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WSU APPOINTMENT HISTORY:

Year appointed / Rank: Fall 2002 / Assistant Professor



    Rank: Fall 2009/ Associate Professor


    Rank: Fall 2018/ Full Professor
DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH: October 3, 1969; San Juan, Puerto Rico

CITIZEN OF: United States

EDUCATION:

High School:
Academia Santa Mónica



San Juan, Puerto Rico



Degree received: May 1987

B.A.:  

Universidad de Puerto Rico



Río Piedras, Puerto Rico



Degree received: May 1992
Graduate:
Harvard University


Cambridge, Massachusetts


Degree received: June 1996, Master of Arts



Harvard University



Cambridge, Massachusetts


Degree received: June 2000, Ph.D.

FACULTY APPOINTMENTS AT OTHER INSTITUTIONS

2000-2002
Lecturer, Committee on Degrees in History and Literature --


 
Harvard University

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS

Modern Language Association

Latin American Studies Association

American Comparative Literature Association

Caribbean Studies Association

Society for Caribbean Studies
HONORS/AWARDS

Wayne State University
May 2017

Arts and Humanities Research Support Award
Winter 2016

Board of Governors Faculty Recognition Award
2011-2012

Career Development Chair

2009


Humanities Center Faculty Fellowship, Summer 2009

2008


University Research Grant 

2006


Humanities Center Research Grant 

2005


College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Distinction in Teaching 



Award

2003


University Research Grant  




Women / Minority Summer Research Grant - (declined)

Harvard University

Certificate of Distinction in Teaching - Derek Bok Center for Teaching and Learning, Harvard University, 1994-1995, 1995-1996, 1996-1997, 1999-2000, 2000-2001.

I. TEACHING



A. Years at Wayne State: September 2002 – present



B. Years at Other Colleges/Universities: 




1. Harvard University, September 1995 – May 2002



C. Courses Taught at Wayne State in Last Five Years:



1. Undergraduate:




LAS 2110/SPA 2500: Puerto Rican Literature 



SPA 3200: Spanish Conversation



SPA 3300: Introduction to Cultural and Literary Analysis



SPA 4620: Survey of Spanish American Lit. I




SPA 4640: Survey of Spanish American Lit. II




2. Undergraduate and Graduate:




SPA 5100: Advanced Composition 




SPA 5300: Advanced Grammar and Composition 




SPA 6620: Facing the Other: Difference and Negotiation in Latin 



American Fiction.




SPA 6690: History and Literature in the Hispanic Caribbean



SPA 5560: Latin American Cultures and their Traditions



SPA 6630: 20th Century Spanish American Poetry



SPA 6670: Spanish American novel until 1900



3. Graduate: 



SPA. 7770: Postcolonial theories, Latin American Perspectives



SPA 8610: Graduate Seminar in Latin American Literature


D. Essays / Theses/ Dissertations Directed: 



1. Nour Seblini (completed Fall 2018) 



2. Dolly Tittle (completed Fall 2015)



3. Roxana Zuniga (completed Winter 2015)



4. Sara Wiercinsky (completed Fall 2014)



E. Course or Curriculum Development: 


Harvard University



1. Sophomore Tutorial -- H&L 97 -- Designed with Prof. Barbara Corbett. 


Seminar format; selected reading and audio-visual materials.



2. Junior Tutorial -- H&L 98r -- One-on-one course, designed with students.



Wayne State University



1. Spanish 3200 -- Conversation -- Selection of text, supplemental reading materials and audiovisual materials (movies, videos, internet sites, music).



2. Spa. 4630 & 4640 -- Surveys of Spanish American Literature (I and II) -- Selection of text, supplemental reading materials and audiovisual materials



2. Spanish 5100 -- Advanced Grammar -- Selection of text, supplemental reading materials and audiovisual materials (movies, videos, internet sites, music).



3. Spanish 5560 -- Spanish American Cultures and Traditions -- Selection of text, supplemental reading materials and audiovisual materials (movies, videos, internet sites, music).


4. Spanish 6620 -- Facing the Other: Difference and Negotiation in Latin American Fiction -- Definition of course's emphasis and selection of texts: C. Villaverde, R. Gallegos, R. Castellanos, M. Puig, F. Vallejo.



5. Spanish 6630 -- 20th Century Spanish American Poetry-- Definition of course's emphasis and selection texts: Vallejo, Neruda, Paz, Mistral, de Burgos, Castellanos, Cardenal, and others.  


6. Spanish 6670 -- Spanish American novel until 1900 -- Definition of course's emphasis on Caribbean ficion and selection texts: G. Gómez de Avellaneda, M. de Jesús Galván, C. Villaverde, and M. Zeno Gandía.



7. Spanish 6690 -- History and Literature in the Hispanic Caribbean --

Interdisciplinary topics course designed around the confluence of historical and literary writing in the Caribbean. Definition of course's contents and selection of texts and movies: J. Bosch, R. Ferré, P. Mir, N. Guillén, M. García Ramis, P. Pietri, T. Laviera, J. Alvarez, and others.


8. Spanish 8610 -- Caribbean Mimicries: Seminar on Caribbean Literature -- Interdisciplinary graduate Seminar on Caribbean literature in a pan-Caribbean context. Definition of course's contents and selection of texts and movies: A. Carpentier, L.R. Sánchez, J. Rhys, A. Césaire, J. Bosch, and others.


9. Spanish 7700 -- Postcolonial Theories, Latin American Perspectives - Graduate seminar on postcolonial theory and its relation to Latin American issues. Definition of course's contents and selection of texts: E. Said, H. Bhabha, G. Spivak, B. Sarlo, N. García Canclini, E. Dussel, W. Mignolo, G. Anzaldúa, E. Glissant, among others.


10. Spanish 8610 – Pan-Caribbean Representation of the Haitian Revolution—Comparative Literature seminar examining representations of the revolution by: Alejo Carpentier, Aimé Césaire, Edouard Glissant, Derek Walcott, Edgardo Rodríguez Juliá, Isabel Allende, and others.

II. RESEARCH



A. Research in Progress, Not Funded


Book manuscript, Decolonial Topophilia (see below)


B. Funded Research: 
Decolonial Topophilia: An Ecocritical Approach to the Poetry of Luis Palés Matos, Juan Antonio Corretjer, and Julia de Burgos. (in progress)



Funded by WSU Arts and Humanities Research Support Award, May 2017-

May 2018.


1. “A Kingdom of Black Jacobins: Alejo Carpentier and C.L.R. James on 


the Haitian Revolution" (article).



2. "“Encomium of Helen”: Derek Walcott’s “(un)ethical twist” in 



Omeros" (article).



Both funded by Humanities Center Research Grant, Summer 2007



3. "The Performance of Puerto Ricanness in Pedro Pietri's Puerto Rican 


Obituary" (article).



4. "Martí's Infanticides: Ismaelillo between the Pen and the Sword" (article).



Both funded by University Research Grant, Summer 2003


C. Fellowships/Grants/Special Awards in Last Five Years:


1. WSU Arts and Humanities Research Support Grant – May 2017-May 


2018


2. Board of Governors Faculty Recognition Award--Winter 2016
PUBLICATIONS
A. Scholarly Books Published:

1. Prophetic Visions of the Past: Pan-Caribbean Representations of the Haitian Revolution. Columbus, OH: Ohio State University Press, 2015.

Reviewed in: 


1. Anthurium: A Caribbean Studies Journal Vol. 13, Issue 1, article 8, 
http://scholarlyrepository.miami.edu/anthurium/vol13/iss1/8

2. Small Axe: A Caribbean Journal of Criticism sx salon 25, June 2017, 
http://smallaxe.net/sxsalon/reviews/haitian-revolution-caribbean-literature-
synechdochal-study

2. Not at Home in One’s Home: Caribbean Self-Fashioning in the Poetry of Luis Palés Matos, Aimé Césaire, and Derek Walcott. Cranbury, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson UP, 2009.

Reviewed in: Afro-Hispanic Review Vol. 29, No. 1: pp. 225-228.

B. Other Books (Poetry)

1. Alquimia del desasosiego. San Juan, Puerto Rico: Casa de los Poetas, 2016.

2. Devenir de los arcanos. San Juan, Puerto Rico: Casa de los Poetas, 2013.
3. El regicida y su sombra. San Juan, Puerto Rico: Terranova Editores, 2011.
C.   Journal Articles (Peer reviewed):

1. “Desiring Colonial Bodies in Mayra Santos Febres’s Fe en disfraz.” Ciberletras: Revista de crítica literaria y de cultura. (Vol. 38: July 2017): http://www.lehman.cuny.edu/ciberletras/v38/figueroav.htm.
2. “Colonial Commodity or Numinous Realm: The Representation of Nature in the Poetry of Luis Palés Matos.” Hispanic Review. (Vol. 85, No. 3: Summer 2017): pp. 245-269.

3. “De “ciudades hundidas” a la “ciudad ilegal”: presencia y transformación de la poesía de Luis Palés Matos en Boat People de Mayra Santos Febres.” Hispanófila (Vol. 173: January 2015): pp. 395-416.
4. “Drogas y marginalidad en Cualquier miércoles soy tuya de Mayra Santos Febres.” Revista canadiense de estudios hispánicos. (Vol. 38, No. 3: Spring 2015): pp.443-466.

5. "Disseminating “El Chivo”: Junot Díaz's Response to Mario Vargas Llosa in The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao." Chasqui: Revista de Literatura Latinoamericana. (Vol. 42, No.1: Fall 2013): pp. 95-108.
6. "Between Louverture and Christophe: Aimé Césaire on the Haitian Revolution." The French Review (Vol. 82, No. 5: April 2009): pp. 1006-1021.

7. "Colonial Grammar: Pronominal Ambivalence in Pedro Mir’s Contracanto a Walt Whitman.” CARIBE, Revista de cultura y literatura. (Vol. 10, No. 2: Winter 2007-08): pp. 47-62.

8. "Between Africa and Puerto Rico: Haiti and Lyric Self-Fashioning in the Poetry of Luis Palés Matos."  Latin American Literary Review (Vol. 35, No. 70: July-December 2007): pp. 74-87.

9. "“Encomium of Helen”: Derek Walcott’s “(un)ethical twist” in Omeros." Twentieth Century Literature (Vol. 53, No. 1: Spring 2007): pp. 23-39.

10. “A Kingdom of Black Jacobins: Alejo Carpentier and C.L.R. James on the Haitian Revolution.” Afro-Hispanic Review (Vol. 25, No. 2: Fall 2006): pp. 55-71.

11. "Martí's Infanticides: Ismaelillo between the Pen and the Sword." Latin American Literary Review (Vol. XXXII, No. 63: January-June 2004): pp. 40-56.

12. "Strategic Homelands: The Performance of Puerto Ricanness in Pedro Pietri's Puerto Rican Obituary." SECOLAS Annals: Journal of the Southeastern Council of Latin American Studies (Vol. XXV; Nov. 2003): pp. 72-81.

D. Book Chapters

1. “Ante el espejo de la historia: Toussaint Louverture de Aimé Césaire.” Toussaint Louverture: Rethinking an Icon/Repensando un Icono. Ed. Mariana Past & Natalie M. Léger. (Santiago de Cuba: Casa del Caribe, 2015).
2. "In Search of the Absent Revolution: Edgardo Rodríguez Juliá's Novels of Invented History." In Redifining Latin American Historical Fiction. Edited by Helene Weldt-Basson (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013).
E. Encyclopedia and Other Short Articles Published:

1. “Derek Walcott.” Folktales and Fairy Tales: Traditions and Texts from Around the World. 2nd. Edition. Editors Donald Haase and Anne Duggan. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2016. Vol. 3; p. 1091.
2. "Aime Césaire: Réquiem por un poeta antillano," El Nuevo Día (San Juan, Puerto Rico) 25 Apr. 2008: Revista Dominical, p. 21.

3. "Tomás Gutierrez Alea," Encyclopedia of Latin American History and Culture (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 2008): pp. 598-599.
4. “Miguel Angel Asturias," "Lydia Cabrera," "Rosario Ferré," "Gabriel García Márquez," articles  in the Encyclopedia of Folktales and Fairy Tales, Editor Donald Haase (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 2008): pp. 77; 154-55; 341; 398-99.
5. "Alejo Carpentier”, "Patrick Chamoiseau”, "Luis Rafael Sánchez”, "Simone Schwartz-Bart", articles in Africana: The Encyclopedia of the African and African American Experience, Eds. Kwame Anthony Appiah and Henry Louis Gates (New York: Civitas Books, 1999): pp. 381-82; 410; 1664; 1679.

F. Book Reviews Published:
1. Review of The Haitian Revolution and the Early United States, edited by Elizabeth Maddock Dillon and Michael Drexler. Philadelphia: U of Pennsylvania P, 2016. New West Indian Guide 92 (2018): pp. 142-43.
2. Review of Freedom Time: Negritude, Decolonization, and the Future of the World, by Gary Wilder. Durham: Duke UP, 2015. ARIEL: A Review of International English Literature (Vol. 48, No. 3-4: July-October 2017): pp. 252-55.
3. Review of Poetry of Haitian Independence. Edited by Doris Y. Kadish and Deborah Jenson. Translations by Norman R. Shapiro. Foreword by Edwidge Danticat. (Yale UP, 2015). In Nineteenth-Century French Studies (Vol. 44, No. 3-4: Spring-Summer 2016) (Web - www.ncfs-journal.org): n.p.
4. Review of Puerto Rican Citizen: History and Political Identity in Twentieth-Century New York City by Lorrin Thomas (Chicago: Chicago UP, 2010). In Studies in Latin American Popular Culture (Volume 30: 2012): pp. 250-52.
5. Review of An Intellectual History of the Caribbean, by Silvio Torres Saillant (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006). In Afro-Hispanic Review (Vol. 26, No. 2: Fall 2007): pp. 192-96.

G. Papers Presented:
1. “Between Nature and History: An Ecocritical Approach to the Poetry of Juan Antonio Corretjer.” Calibans and Caribbeanisms: Spaces and Topographies Conference at Marquette University, Milwaukee, April 5-7, 2018.
2. Commodity and Sacred Realm: The representation of Caribbean Nature in the poetry of Luis Pales Matos.” Annual Conference Conference of the Society for Caribbean Studies, University of Essex, England, July 5-7, 2017.

3. “Manuel Zapata Olivella’s Afrocentric Vision of Liberation in Changó el gran putas.” West Indian Literature Conference, University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras, Sept. 30 – Oct. 3, 2015.
4. “Drogas y marginalidad en Cualquier miércoles soy tuya de Mayra Santos Febres.” International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico, May 27-30, 2015.
5. "Condemned to Struggle for Freedom: Manuel Zapata Olivella’s Changó el gran putas and the Struggle for liberation." 11th Annual Meeting of the Caribbean Philosophical Association, Hyatt Regency, St. Louis, Missouri, June 19-21, 2014.
6. "Desiring Colonial Bodies in Mayra Santos-Febres’s Fe en disfraz." Love, Sex, Desire and the (Post)Colonial Conference, Institue of English Studies, University of London (UK), Oct. 28-29, 2011.
7. "The Uses of History and Literature: Memory and Injustice in Mayra Santos Febres’s Fe en Disfraz."  9th Biennial Meeting of the Puerto Rican Studies Association, Hartford, CT, Oct. 21-23, 2010
8. ""Eco-Coloniality: Nature Between Empire and Revolution in Alejo Carpentier’s El reino de este mundo." International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association, Toronto, Canada, Oct. 6-9, 2010.
9. "De "ciudades hundidas" a la "ciudad ilegal": ecos del mar palesiano en Boat People de Mayra Santos Febres."  "Rethinking the Mangrove: Second Symposium of Critical Practices of Caribbean Cultural Studies," University of Puerto Rico, Mayagüez, October 15-17, 2009.
10. "Deconstructing Trujillo: Junot Díaz’s dilemma in The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao." Annual Conference of the American Comparative Literature Association, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, March 26-29, 2009.
11. "From Underwater Empires to a Sunken Illegal City: Echoes of Palés Matos in Mayra Santos Febres's Boat People." Annual Conference of the American Comparative Literature Association, Long Beach, CA, April 24-27, 2008.
12. "Between Louverture and Christophe: Aime Cesaire on the Haitian Revolution." Humanities Center Faculty Fellows Conference on "Translation and Representation," Wayne State University, Detroit, MI, March 23, 2007.
13. "Predatory Heroes: the Emancipator as Victimizer in Derek Walcott's The Haitian Earth," presented at the Fourth Annual Conference in Citizenship Studies, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI, March 1-3, 2007.
14. "Colonial Grammar: Pronominal Ambivalence in Pedro Mir’s Contracanto a Walt Whitman.” 1st International and Interdisciplinary Conference on Dominican Studies, Hostos Community College (CUNY), May 12-13, 2006.

15. "Reluctant Rhythms: Luis Palés Matos's Afro-Caribbean Performance." Annual Convention of the American Comparative Literature Association, Princeton University, March 23-25, 2006.
16. “Africa from Haiti from Puerto Rico: The Haitian Revolution in the Poetry of Luis Palés Matos.” "Beyond the Nation: Reading 
Spanish Caribbean Culture in the 21st Century" Conference, 
University of Birmingham, United Kingdom, June 2-4, 2005.
17. “ ‘Encomium of Helen’: Derek Walcott’s (un)ethical twist in Omeros.” Annual Convention of the American Comparative Literature Association, Penn State University, State College, PA, March 11-13, 2005.
18. “A Kingdom of Black Jacobins: Alejo Carpentier and C.L.R. James on the Haitian Revolution.” Haitian Revolution Bi-centennial Conference, University of West Indies, Trinidad & Tobago, June 15-18, 2004.
19. "Resistance and Negotiation in Luis Palés Matos’s Tuntún de pasa y grifería." 51st Annual Conference of the Southeastern Council of Latin American Studies, Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic, March 4-6, 2004.
20. "Dancing with Tembandumba: Opacity and Relation in the poetry of Luis Palés Matos." Annual Conference of the Society for Caribbean Studies, Bristol, England, July 7-9, 2003.
21. "Politics and Religion in the Haitian Revolution: A Comparative Approach to Alejo Carpentier and C.L.R. James." Annual Conference of the Caribbean Studies Association, Belize City, May 26-31, 2003.
22. “Discordant Differences: Strategic Puerto Ricanness in Pedro Pietri’s Puerto Rican Obituary.” 50th Annual Conference of the Southeastern Council of Latin American Studies, University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, March 7-9, 2003.
23. “Strategic Homelands: Puerto Ricanness in Pedro Pietri’s Puerto Rican Obituary.” Annual Conference of the National Association of Hispanic and Latino Studies, Omni Houston Westside Hotel, Houston, Texas, February 17-22, 2003.

SERVICE



A. Committee Assignments in Last five Years: 



1. CLAS Curriculum Committee – Fall 2018 - Present






2. Board of Governors Awards Committee-Winter 2017; Winter 



    
2019



3. Faculty Council—Fall 2016-Present



4. CMLC Policy Committee– 2014-2016



5. Lincoln Brigade Scholarship Committee – Winter 2014




6. CLAS Strategic Planning Committee –Winter 2015




7. CLAS Budget Advisory Committee- Fall 2013- Winter 2015; 



    Winter 2017



8. CMLLC Salary Committe—Winter 2014; Winter 2015; Winter 



   
 2016; Winter 2017; Winter 2019



9. CMLLC Promotion and Tenure Committee—2014-15; 2016-17; 



2018-19



10. CMLLC Ad Hoc Undergraduate Committee—Fall 2014




11. CMLLC Policy Committee—2014-2016


B. Other Professionally Related Service: 
1. External Evaluator – M.A. Program in Comparative Literature – Universidad de Puerto 
Rico – Fall 2018
2. Editorial Board, Wayne State University Press – September 2017 – Present
3. Organizing Committee—Association for the Study of Literature
and the Environment

    Biennial Conference-2016-2017 

4. Panel Moderator-Academia del Pueblo Conference-Center of Latino/a and Latin

    American Studies, WSU-Winter 2017
5. Book Manuscript Evaluator – Masquerade and Social Justice in Contemporary Latin  

    
American Fiction by Helene Weldt-Basson Manuscript evaluated for University of 

    
New Mexico Press-Winter 2016

6. Spanish Undergraduate Adviser—Winter 2016
7. Article Evaluator – Revista canadiense de estudios hispánicos-Winter 2015

8. Article Evaluator – PMLA – Winter 2015

9. Book Manuscript Evaluator - Allusions in Derek Walcott by Maria McGarrity.

    
Manuscript evaluated for University Press of Florida, Winter 2014.

10. Advisor to the CMLLC Graduate Forum, 2010-2017
SUPPLEMENTARY CURRICULUM VITAE


TEACHING


a. Courses Taught at Other Institutions:

Harvard University


History and Literature in Latin America 


Oral Expression.


Intermediate Spanish.


Business Spanish


Spanish-American Literature of the 19th and 20th Centuries



Spanish for the Bilingual.


Foundational Fictions in Latin America


Elementary Spanish.


b. Membership on Master’s and Doctoral Committees: 

M.A. Committees:


I prepare one to three M.A. exams every year.

Ph.D. Committees

Exam for Holly Walker- 2007.


Exam for Roxana Zuniga -- Fall 2009


Exam for Katherine Briske --Fall 2009


Exam for Dolly Tittle -- Winter 2010

Exam for Michael Anderson—Winter 2015


Exam for Paula Fecay –Fall 2015

c. Thesis advising:


1. Luisa Quintero (second reader)


2. Hortensia Groth (second reader)


3. Roxana Zuniga (Director)


4. Dolly Tittle (Director)


5. Sara Wiercinski (Director)

6. Lukasz Pawelek (second reader)


7. Eglee Rodríguez Bravo (second reader)

8. Michael Anderson (second reader)


9. Paula Fecay (second reader) 


10. Nour Seblini (Director)
