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Wayne State University


Assistant Professor 





2009 – 2017

Associate Professor





2017 – Present
EDUCATION


University of Washington
Ph.D., Philosophy





2009

Dissertation Committee: William Talbott (Chair), 

Michael Blake, Andrew Light, Jamie Mayerfeld and Angela Smith








University of Washington
M.A., Philosophy





2003
University of Washington
M.A., East Asian History




1998







University of Southern California
B.A., History (magna cum laude)



1995



AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 



Political and Legal Philosophy


AREAS OF COMPETENCE


Moral Philosophy, Applied Ethics, and Chinese Philosophy

PUBLICATIONS 
1. “Acceptability, Impartiality and Peremptory Norms of General International Law”, Law and Philosophy 34:6 (November 2015): 661-697. 
2. With Albert Spalding, “Should Western Corporations Ban the Use of Shari’a Arbitration Clauses in their Commercial Contracts?” Journal of Business Ethics 132:3 (December 2015): 613-626.

3. “Islamic Law in American Courts: Good, Bad, and Unsustainable Uses”, 
Notre Dame Journal of Law, Ethics & Public Policy 28:1 (May 2014): 287-307.
4. “On the Burka Ban”, Public Affairs Quarterly 26:4 (October 2012): 293-312.

5. “Justifying Human Rights: Does Consensus Matter?” Human Rights Review 13:3 (September 2012): 261-278.
6. “Human Rights and Consensus”, Theoretical Foundations of Human Rights: Collected Papers of the Second International Conference on Human Rights (Qom, Iran: Mofid University Press, 2007), pp. 100-109.
PAPERS UNDER REVIEW

 “What is the Significance of State Consent to International Human Rights Agreements?” 

 “Decoupling Sovereignty and Consent in International Law” 
PAPER IN PROGRESS

 “Religious Arbitration, Rights and Consent”
 “In the Name of Human Rights: What is the Difference between the Ideal and Ideology of Human Rights?”
PRESENTATIONS
 “Multiculturalism and Legal Autonomy”, University of Windsor, September 2017
 “In the Name of Human Rights: What is the Difference between the Ideal and Ideology of Human Rights?” Eastern Michigan University, December 2016
 "Promise v. Permission: What is the Significance of State Consent to International Human Rights Conventions?" International Association for the Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy, Georgetown University Law Center, July 2015 

 “Sovereignty and Consent in International Law”, International Society for Justice Research 15th Biennial Conference, New York University, June 2014

 “Acceptability, Impartiality, and Peremptory Norms of General International Law”, Stockholm University, September 2013 (Invited)
 “Hart’s Conception of International Law: Separating Sovereignty and Consent”,

Oakland University, March 2013 (Invited)
 “Islamic Law in American Courts: Good, Bad, and Unsustainable Uses”,

Advancing Public Philosophy Conference, Emory University, March 2013
 “Islamic Law, Political Membership, and Legitimate Coercion”, The 29th International Social Philosophy Conference, Northeastern University, July 2012



 “Equality, Neutrality, and Immigration”, Advancing Publicly Engaged Philosophy Conference, Washington D.C., October 2011
 “Paternalism, Liberalism, and the Burka Question”, Global Studies Association Conference, Loyola University (Chicago, IL), May 2011


 “Acceptability, Impartiality, and Peremptory Norms of General International 
Law”, McMaster University Philosophy of Law Conference, May 2011
 “Acceptability and Peremptory Norms of General International Law”, International Society for Justice Research, Banff, Canada, August 2010

 “The Idea of an Overlapping Consensus and the Moral Enforceability of Human Rights”, American Philosophical Association Central Division Meeting, Main Program, April 2008

 “The Epistemic Value of an Overlapping Consensus on Human Rights”, Northwest Philosophy Conference, Lewis & Clark College, October 2007 
 “Human Rights and Consensus”, The Second International Conference on Human Rights, Mofid University (Qom, Iran), May 2003

Comments
 On Jiewuh Song, “Progressively Realized Human Rights”, American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division Meeting, April 2017
 On Sabine Tsuruda, “Contract, Power, and the Value of Donative Promises”, American Philosophical Association, Eastern Division Meeting, January 2017
 On Eric Reitan, “Avoiding the Personhood Issue: Abortion, Identity, and Marquis’s ‘Future-Like-Ours’ Argument”, Central States Philosophical Association Conference, Wayne State University, September 2010
 On William Glod, "Rejectability Accounts of Political Justification", Central States Philosophical Association Conference, Northern Illinois University, October 2009
 On Nicole Hassoun, “Human Rights, Needs, and Autonomy”, Northwest Philosophy Conference, Lewis & Clark College, October 2007

Lectures at Wayne State University
 “In the Name of Human Rights: What is the Difference between the Ideal and Ideology of Human Rights?” Humanities Center’s Fall Symposium, October 2016

 “Political Rights as Human Rights”, Global Studies Program, March 2016


 “Developing Human-Heartedness: A Confucian Conception of the Good Life”, 


Humanities Center's Fall Symposium, November 2015


 “Polygamy and Gender Equality: Understanding the Tension from Islamic and 


Liberal Perspectives”, Humanities Center, April 2015

 “Burka Ban”, Humanities Center, November 2011

 “Are Human Rights Neutral Between Different Worldviews?” Humanities Center, December 2010


 “The Idea of Impartiality in Mo Tzu”, Confucius Institute, November 2010
 “Human Rights: A Form of Moral Imperialism?” Center for Peace and Conflict Studies, February 2010


 “Confucianism and Human Rights”, Confucius Institute, November 2009

 “Moral Imperialism, Overlapping Consensus, and Human Rights”, Philosophy Department, January 2009 

FELLOWSHIPS & AWARDS 


 CLAS Teaching Award (2017)

 CLAS Funding for a Graduate Research Assistant (Wayne State, 2016-17)
 Visiting Scholar at Stockholm University (Fall 2013)

 University Research Grant (Wayne State, Summer 2011)
 Travel Grant from American Philosophical Association, Central Division (2008)
 Maurice and Lois Schwartz Fellowship (University of Washington, 1998-99)
 Foreign Language Area Studies Fellowship (University of Washington, 1997)
 Louise Kerckhoff Prize for the best undergraduate paper in feminist theory (University of Southern California, 1995)
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Wayne State University 
Undergraduate Courses: 

 Philosophy 2150 Chinese Philosophy 


 Philosophy 2320 Introduction to Ethics


 Philosophy 2330 Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy


 Philosophy 3270 Foundations of Law

 Philosophy 3800/Honors 4200 Special Topics: Human Rights
Graduate Courses:


 Philosophy 5240 Social and Political Philosophy

 Philosophy 5270 Philosophy of Law


 Philosophy 5800 Special Topics: Philosophy of Human Rights


 Philosophy 7800 Seminar in Philosophy of Human Rights


 Philosophy 7840 Seminar in Political Philosophy
Theses/Dissertations Directed


 Senior Honors Thesis: Cody Gomez (Winter 2016)

 Qualifying Essays for Ph.D. Candidacy



 Tim Kirschenheiter (Passed, Fall 2017) – Member of Committee


 Deepinder Uppal (Passed, Winter 2016) – Chair of Committee


 Layla Saatchi (Passed, Winter 2016) – Member of Committee


 Joseph Dunne (Passed, Fall 2015) – Member of Committee


 Graeme Cave (Passed, Winter 2015) – Chair of Committee

 Dissertations


 Dan Blaser, Philosophy, Dissertation in progress – Chair of Committee
 Joseph Dunne, Philosophy, Dissertation in progress – Member of Committee

 Patty Zakaria, Ph.D., Political Science, Dissertation completed in Spring 2015

 Patrick Smith, Ph.D., Philosophy, Dissertation completed in Fall 2013
ACADEMIC SERVICE

Administrative Responsibilities


Director of the LawStart Program




2017

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Advisory Board, Humanities Center




2017



Search Committee, Dean of the Law School



2017

Director of Colloquia






2015-17


Department of Philosophy



Advisory Board, Global Studies Program



2015-17


Committee, Religious Studies Program



2015-16


Search Committee, Lecturer in Applied Ethics


Department of Philosophy





Winter 2012


Search Committee, Department Chair


Philosophy Department





Fall 2011

Search Committee, Ancient Philosophy Position


Department of Philosophy





Fall 2010


Curriculum Committee


Asian Studies Program





2010 
Service to the Profession


Referee for Journal Articles

Politics, Philosophy & Economics



Human Rights Review

Referee for Conference Papers


Central States Philosophical Association 


Editorial consultant for the Korean translation of William Talbott, 

Which Rights Should Be Universal? (Oxford University Press, 2005)
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