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EDUCATION 
 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA LAW SCHOOL 
J.D., cum laude  May 2003 
 Technology Editor, University of Pennsylvania Law Review 
 Finalist, Edwin R. Keedy Moot Court Competition 
 Recipient, Fred G. Leebron Memorial Prize for Best Constitutional Law Paper 
 Co-chair, Guild Food Stamp Clinic 
 
HARVARD COLLEGE 
A.B., magna cum laude in Folklore & Mythology  June 1999 

Chair, Kirkland House HAND community service 
Secretary, Kirkland House Committee 
   

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL 
Assistant Professor — Detroit, MI               August 2010 – present 

Teach Civil Procedure A & B, State Constitutionalism, Teaching Law in High School, 
and a seminar on Detroit.   

Associate Director for Education Law & Policy—Detroit, MI August 2011 – present 
Counsel students, plan programs, teach at public events, and lead education-related 
activities at the Damon J. Keith Center for Civil Rights.   
 

UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT SCHOOL OF LAW 
Visiting Assistant Professor — Hartford, CT                   July 2008 – July 2010 

Taught Civil Procedure, State Constitutionalism, Education Law, and Issues in 
Educational Equity seminar.  Supervised student special research projects. 

 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, STATE OF NEW YORK 
Assistant Solicitor General — New York, NY              September 2006 – May 2008 

Wrote briefs and argued cases in state and federal appellate courts.  Represented state 
agencies on appeal in affirmative and defensive litigation and as amici curiae.  Provided 
legal research to the Solicitor General concerning the constitutionality of state statutes 
and the feasibility of state appeals. 

 
CHAMBERS OF HON. ALBERT M. ROSENBLATT, STATE OF NEW YORK COURT OF APPEALS 
Law Clerk — Poughkeepsie, NY   August 2004 – August 2006 

Conducted legal research, authored bench memoranda, and drafted judicial writings. 
 
 
 
 



CHAMBERS OF HON. MYRON H. BRIGHT, U.S. COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE EIGHTH CIRCUIT 
Law Clerk — Fargo, ND       August 2003 – August 2004 

Conducted legal research, authored bench memoranda, and drafted judicial writings. 
 
LEBOEUF, LAMB, GREENE & MACRAE, LLP 
Summer Associate — Hartford, CT  June 2002 – August 2002 
  Authored legal memoranda; attended depositions, court conferences, and client meetings. 
 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
Summer Clerk — Hartford, CT                    June 2001 – August 2001 

Authored legal memoranda and a brief; attended depositions and client meetings. 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS AND WORK IN PROGRESS 
 
 State Court Protection of Individual Constitutional Rights: State Constitutional  
  Structures Affect Access to Civil Justice, 70 RUTGERS U. L. REV. 937 (2018) 
 
 State Constitutions are Slippery: A Reply to Professor Marshfield, 51 NEW ENG. L. REV.  
  533 (2017) (essay) 
 
 Workplace Injuries as a Constitutional Law Issue, 69 RUTGERS U. L. REV. 1265 (2017)  
  (symposium remarks)  
 
 Guns, Gays, and Ganja, 69 ARK. L. REV. 453 (2016) (essay) 
 
 Democratic Education and Local School Governance, 50 WILLAMETTE L. REV. 401   
  (2014) (invited article)  
 
 State Constitutional Études: Variations on the Theme of a Contemporary State  
  Constitutional Problem, 60 WAYNE L. REV. 69 (2014) (invited article) 
 
 State Constitutional Prohibitions on Special Laws, 60 CLEV. ST. L. REV. 719 (2012) 
  (excerpted in ROBERT F. WILLIAMS & LAWRENCE FRIEDMAN, STATE  
  CONSTITUTIONAL LAW: CASES AND MATERIALS (5th ed., forthcoming 2014) 
 
 State Constitutions as Interactive Expressions of Fundamental Values, 74 ALB. L. REV.  
  1739 (2011) (invited essay) 
 
 Are State Constitutions Un-American?, 40 RUTGERS L.J. 793 (2010) (invited book  
  review) 
 
 Against Certification, 78 GEO. WASH. L. REV. 114 (2009) 
 
 Demosprudence, Interactive Federalism, and Twenty Years of Sheff v. O’Neill, 
  42 CONN. L. REV. 585 (2009) 
 



 Intermittent State Constitutionalism, 34 PEPPERDINE L. REV. 41 (2006) 
 

Comment, Enforcing Affirmative State Constitutional Obligations and Sheff v.  
 O'Neill, 151 U. PA. L. REV. 277 (2002) 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND PANELS 
 
Panelist, Local Governments in Fiscal Distress, Willamette U. School of Law  
 Symposium (February 2014) 
 
Panelist, "Issues of Politics and Governance in Biethnic, Multiethnic and Divided States,"  
 organized by the Network for Federal Studies and Governance in Biethnic and  
 Multiethnic States, held at the University of Nicosia, Cyprus (November 2013) 
 
Organizer & Panelist, The Michigan Constitution at 50: A Wave of State Constitutional 
 Change, the Wayne Law Review’s symposium on ten modern state 
 constitutions (October 2013) 
 
Presenter, “State Constitutional Études,” Cleveland-Marshall School of Law faculty  
 workshop (March 2013) 
 
Faculty Adviser, Youth Civil Rights Conference, bringing suburban and Detroit high  

school students together for a day-long discussion on race and class inequity in 
metropolitan Detroit with the Keith Center for Civil Rights law-student group 
(November 2012) 

 
Panelist, Keeping Foreign Law Out of State Courts: the Movement to Ban Sharia and  

Other International and Foreign Laws, Program for International Legal Studies 
(September 2012) 

 
Panelist, Professionalism in a Diverse Environment, orienting all 1Ls on professional  

standards of conduct and mutual respect in law school (September 2012) 
 
Moderator, Michigan In Transition: The Restructuring of Governance Through  

Privatization and Corporatization, Journal of Law in Society  
symposium at Wayne State University Law School (March 2012) 
 

Presenter, Wayne Law Admissions Diversity Day, modeling law school class for potential  
 law school applicants through a lecture and discussion on State v. Mann (February  
 2012) 
 
Reporter, Michigan Judicial Selection Task Force, providing research and writing  
 support for prominent citizens seeking to reform Michigan judicial elections  
 (December 2010 – December 2011) 



 
Panelist, Deconstructing the School-to-Prison Pipeline, Journal of Law in Society  

symposium at Wayne State University Law School (March 2011) 
 
Panelist, “Michigan Constitutional Convention,” Election Forum 2010, public forum by  

the Jewish Community Relations Council at Adat Shalom Synagogue (October 
2010) 

 
Panelist, State Constitutionalism in the 21st Century, symposium at Penn State University  

Dickinson School of Law (September 2010) 
 
Moderator, “No Child Left Behind: The Pros and Cons, Funding, and Its Impact on  

Children with Special Needs,” public panel discussion on special education, at the 
University of Connecticut School of Law (March 2009) 
 

Presenter, “State Constitutionalism: Kerrigan v. Commissioner of Public Health,” guest  
lecturer in interdisciplinary Recent Cases course, at the University of Connecticut 
School of Law (March 2009) 
 

Presenter, “Against Certification,” faculty workshop, at the University of Connecticut  
School of Law (February 2009)  
 

Panelist, “Connecticut Constitution Referendum,” public panel on the ballot  
question of whether to call a constitutional convention, at the University of 
Connecticut School of Law (October 2008) 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE 
 

 University Academic Senate    2018-present 
 Journal of Law in Society Adviser   2018-present 
 Diversity & Inclusion Committee   2018-present 

Building Committee     2015-16 
Strategic Planning Committee   2015-16 
Clinical Programs Subcommittee    2015-16 
Keith Center Faculty Oversight Committee           2010-17 

Chair                                                            Jan. 2013-17 
Wayne Law Review Adviser                               2013-18  
Career Services Committee, Chair                           Jan. 2014-May 2015 
Public Interest Law Fellowship Committee   2012-2014, 2017-18  
Faculty Appointments Committee                            2011-2012 
Student Affairs Committee                     2010-2011 

 
 



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
Board of Directors, Detroit College Promise  2013-2016 
 Member. A non-profit organization providing scholarships to college-bound  
 graduates of Detroit Public Schools. 
 
Board of Directors, Civics Café   2014-2016 
 Founding Member. A start-up non-profit organization providing school-based  
 legal services and civics education to the community associated with Western  
 International High School, a DPS school in Southwest Detroit.   
 

 
TEACHING AND RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 

State Constitutionalism, Civil Procedure, Federal Courts, Civil Rights, Urban Law, 
Education Law, Educational Equity  
 

 
BAR ADMISSIONS 
 
 Connecticut, New York 

U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Second and Eighth Circuits 
 


